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Application/Control Number: 09/724,81 1 
Art Unit: 2676 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-8, 10-14 and 16-20 have 
been considered but are moot. On Page 9 of AMENDMENT AND REQUEST 
FOR CONTINUING EXAMINATION , Applicant asserts, "Importantly, Bates fails 
to teach or suggest contrast adjustment in response to measured environmental 
temperatures". Applicant is correct in that BATES does not anticipate the 
features above. However, Bates utilizes a well-known software bar slider/scroll 
bar interface that controls a contrast adjustment. Therefore, Bates may be used 
as a secondary supporting the previously cited BURTON, US Patent No. 
6,496,177. BURTON becomes the primary reference. BURTON at least suggests 
contrast adjustment in response to measured environmental temperatures 
including a microprocessor and software interface means, i.e., "...a selected 
operational mode (column 4, line 54)", "The operator is generally able to 
thereafter make adjustments through the use of a contrast adjustment control 
(column 6, lines 23-25)", column 11, lines 19-28 describes "software control 
feature", i.e., key panel 230, column 14, lines 1-7 describes an opportunity for the 
operator top "adjust offset values", and finally, column 17, lines 7-19 discloses, 
in summary of the BURTON'S invention, use of any combination of software, 
firmware and hardware. Therefore, because applicant has not yet provided 
claimed subject matter linking the scroll bar function beyond only receiving a 
"contrast setting", BURTON in view of BATES et al constitute an obvious 
objection over OLER et al. CATO, US Patent No. 6,433,769 addresses 
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notoriously well-known features for analog to digital conversion and flat top panel 
displays in supporting BURTON as modified. Therefore, contrary to applicant's 
arguments from paper number 6, CATO is not needed to supply physical 
environment ambient temperature. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over BURTON, US Patent No. 6,496,177 in view of BATES 
et al, US Patent No. 5,532,715. 

4. As per claim 1, examiner interprets BURTON to disclose "[l]n an electronic 
device having a display (column 5, lines 39-50)and a processor (column 16, 
lines 54-65), a method for providing contrast adjustment ( column 5, lines 39-50) 
for said display comprising: 

(a) receiving a contrast setting that is user defined parameters in a software 
graphical user interface (BURTON at least suggests contrast adjustment in 
response to measured environmental temperatures including a microprocessor 
and software interface means, i.e., "...a selected operational mode (column 4, 
line 54)", "The operator is generally able to thereafter make adjustments through 
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the use of a contrast adjustment control (column 6, lines 23-25)", column 1 1 , 
lines 19-28 describes "software control feature", i.e., key panel 230, column 14, 
lines 1-7 describes an opportunity for the operator top "adjust offset values", and 
finally, column 17, lines 7-19 discloses, in summary of the BURTON'S invention, 
use of any combination of software, firmware and hardware.), wherein said 
graphical user interface comprises user operator means such as contrast control 
buttons or knobs... accessed through the key panel 230 (column 1 1 , lines 19-28) 

b) generating signals representative of the ambient temperature of said display 
overtime (figure 3, element 312, column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, 
column 13, lines 36-50); 

c) sampling said signals and converting said signals into current temperature 
values (column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50); 

d) based on said contrast setting and said current temperature values 
contrast adjustment voltage signal for maintaining said contrast setting (column 
9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50) wherein said steps 
c) and d) are performed by said processor/LCD contrast controller (column 16, 
lines 54-65 and column 7, lines 7-19 and , figures 2-3 and 7 featuring element 
202, respectively ), and 

e) automatically adjusting contrast of said display by applying said contrast 
adjustment voltage signal to said display ( column 16, lines 54-65 and column 
17, lines 7-19), however, even though BURTON suggests receiving a contrast 
setting that is user defined parameters in a software graphical user interface 
(BURTON at least suggests contrast adjustment in response to measured 
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environmental temperatures including a microprocessor and software interface 
means, i.e., "...a selected operational mode (column 4, line 54)", "The operator 
is generally able to thereafter make adjustments through the use of a contrast 
adjustment control (column 6, lines 23-25)", column 11, lines 19-28 describes 
"software control feature", i.e., key panel 230, column 14, lines 1-7 describes an 
opportunity for the operator top "adjust offset values", and finally, column 17, 
lines 7-19 discloses, in summary of the BURTON'S invention, use of any 
combination of software, firmware and hardware.), wherein said graphical user 
interface comprises user operator means such as contrast control buttons or 
knobs... accessed through the key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28) , 
there is no express teaching of a slider bar or scroll bar or the like. 
BATES et al describes a slider bar/scroll bar means associated with graphical 
user interface (column 1 , lines 38-52). It would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated 
with a display window that provides a view into a presentation space (column 1, 
lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature compensation 
control apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient temperature that 
may be controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 (column 1 1 , lines 
19-28)" of BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON share similar 
technological environments associated with graphical user interface devices 
controlling contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON 
with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical 
user interface devices set to control contrast. 
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5. As per claim 2, BURTON as modified to meet limitations of claim 1 . 
including, "...further comprising the step of f) repeating steps b) - d) (column 16, 
lines 54-65 and column 7, lines 7-19 )". It would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated 
with a display window that provides a view into a presentation space (column 1 , 
lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature compensation 
control apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient temperature that 
may be controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 
19-28)" of BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON share similar 
technological environments associated with graphical user interface devices 
controlling contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON 
with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical 
user interface devices set to control contrast. 



6. As per claim 3, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 1 wherein 
(b) comprises using a temperature sensitive diode circuit/temperature sensor 204 
to generate a voltage signal based on said ambient temperature (column 3, line 
66-column 10, line 10 and column 11, lines 35-45). It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar 
associated with a display window that provides a view into a presentation space 
(column 1, lines 5-12) to modify a liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature 
compensation control apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient 
temperature that may be controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 
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(column 1 1 , lines 19-28)" of BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON 
share similar technological environments associated with graphical user interface 
devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify 
BURTON with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known 
graphical user interface devices set to control contrast. 

7. As per claim 5, BURTON as modified meet limitations of teach a method 
as described in claim 1 wherein said step d) comprises the step of indexing a 
look-up table (figure 4, elements of ambient temperature and contrast voltage 
variations/element 308 represent the lookup table and column 10, lines 46-65) 
with said contrast setting (figure 4, element 308 and column 10, lines 46-65)and 
said current temperature values to compute said contrast adjustment voltage 
signal (figure 4, element 308 and column 10, lines 46- 65). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that provides a 
view into a presentation space (column 1 , lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal 
display (LCD) temperature compensation control apparatus... controls the 
contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be controlled by contrast 
control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON because 
both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological environments 
associated with graphical user interface devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES et al because use of 
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scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user interface devices set to 
control contrast. 



8. As per claim 6, examiner interprets BURTON as modified to meet 
limitations of teaching a method as described in claim 1 , wherein said step d) 
comprises the step of inputting said contrast setting ( figure 2, elements 230-key 
panel and 210 contrast control and column 9, line 66,column 10, line 10) and 
said current temperature values (figure 2, element 101 -ambient temperature and 
column 9, .line 66-column 10, line 10) to a formula to compute said adjustment 
voltage signal (column 10, lines 34-49). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar 
associated with a display window that provides a view into a presentation space 
(column 1, lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature 
compensation control apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient 
temperature that may be controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 
(column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON 
share similar technological environments associated with graphical user interface 
devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify 
BURTON with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known 
graphical user interface devices set to control contrast. 



9. As per claim 7, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 1 wherein 
said display comprises a liquid crystal display (LCD) display screen (column 9, 
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lines 7-40). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that 
provides a view into a presentation space (column 1 , lines 5-12)" to modify a 
"liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature compensation control 
apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be 
controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 (column 1 1 , lines 19-28)" of 
BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological 
environments associated with graphical user interface devices controlling 
contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES 
et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user 
interface devices set to control contrast. 

10. As per claim 8, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 1 wherein 
said electronic device comprises a portable hand-held computer system (figure 7, 
column 15, line 49-column 16, line 53). It would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time of the invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar 
associated with a display window that provides a view into a presentation space 
(column 1, lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature 
compensation control apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient 
temperature that may be controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 
(column 1 1 , lines 19-28)" of BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON 
share similar technological environments associated with graphical user interface 
devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify 
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BURTON with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known 
graphical user interface devices set to control contrast. 



11. As per claim 10, the means of an electronic device comprising: 
A processor/LCD contrast controller (figures 2-3 and 7 featuring element 202) 
coupled to a bus (figure 2 discloses the various paths/buses); a display coupled 
to said bus and responsive to a contrast adjustment signal (figure 3, element 
202 connected to element 206 and contrast adjustment signal/contrast voltage 
selector 314), a temperature sensing circuit for generating signals representative 
of the ambient temperature of said display over time (figure 3, element 312, 
column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50), and 
wherein said processor (figures 2-3 and 7 featuring element 202 ) automatically 
compensates display contrast based on said ambient temperature/programming 
and data storage techniques (column 16, lines 54-65 and column 17, Iines7-19 ) 
by performing the steps of: a) receiving a contrast setting/scroll bar parameters 
that is user defined via a software graphical user interface ((BURTON at least 
suggests contrast adjustment in response to measured environmental 
temperatures including a microprocessor and software interface means, i.e., "...a 
selected operational mode (column 4, line 54)", "The operator is generally able 
to thereafter make adjustments through the use of a contrast adjustment control 
(column 6, lines 23-25)", column 11, lines 19-28 describes "software control 
feature", i.e., key panel 230, column 14, lines 1-7 describes an opportunity for the 
operator top "adjust offset values", and finally, column 17, lines 7-19 discloses, 
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in summary of the BURTON'S invention, use of any combination of software, 
firmware and hardware.), wherein said graphical user interface comprises user 
operator means such as contrast control buttons or knobs... accessed through 
the key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28); 

b) sampling said signals and converting said signals into current temperature 
values ((column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50); 

c) based on said contrast setting and said current temperature values ((column 9, 
lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50), computing a contrast 
adjustment voltage signal for maintaining said contrast setting(column 9, lines 7- 
40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50); and 

d) automatically adjusting contrast of said display by applying said contrast 
adjustment voltage signal to said display (column 16, lines 54-65 and column 17, 
lines 7-19). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that 
provides a view into a presentation space (column 1 , lines 5-12)" to modify a 
"liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature compensation control 

apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be 
controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 (column 1 1 , lines 19-28)" of 
BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological 
environments associated with graphical user interface devices controlling 
contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES 
et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user 
interface devices set to control contrast. 
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12. As per claim 12, examiner interprets BATES et al to meet limitations of 
teach a method as described in claim 10, wherein said step c) comprises the 
step of indexing a look-up table (figure 4, elements of ambient temperature and 
contrast voltage variations/element 308 represent the lookup table and column 
10, lines 46-65) with said contrast setting and said current temperature values 

to compute said contrast adjustment voltage signal (figure 4, elements of ambient 
temperature and contrast voltage variations/element 308 represent the lookup 
table and column 10, lines 46-65). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that provides a 
view into a presentation space (column 1, lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal 
display (LCD) temperature compensation control apparatus... controls the 
contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be controlled by contrast 
control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON because 
both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological environments 
associated with graphical user interface devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES et al because use of 
scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user interface devices set to 
control contrast. 

13. As per claim 13, BURTON as modified meet the step of inputting said 
contrast setting and said current temperature values to a formula to compute said 
contrast adjustment voltage signal (figure 2, elements 230-key panel and 210 
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contrast control and column 9, line 66,column 10, line 10). It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to utilize well-known 
"...scroll bar associated with a display window that provides a view into a 
presentation space (column 1, lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal display 
(LCD) temperature compensation control apparatus... controls the 
contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be controlled by contrast 
control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON because 
both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological environments 
associated with graphical user interface devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES et al because use of 
scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user interface devices set to 
control contrast. 



14. As per claim 14, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 10 
wherein said display screen comprises a liquid crystal display (LCD) display 
screen (column 9, lines 7-40)and wherein said electronic device is a portable 
hand-held computer system (figure 7, column 15, line 49-column 16, line 53). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that provides a 
view into a presentation space (column 1, lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal 
display (LCD) temperature compensation control apparatus... controls the 
contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be controlled by contrast 
control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON because 




Application/Control Number: 09/724,81 1 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2676 

both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological environments 
associated with graphical user interface devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES et al because use of 
scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user interface devices set to 
control contrast. 



15. Claims 4, 11 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over BURTON, US Patent No. 6,496,177 in view of BATES et al, 
US Patent No. 5,532,715 and further in view of CATO, US Patent No. 6,433,769. 

16. As per claim 16, BURTON meet features of claim 16 as follows: 

A processor/LCD contrast controller (figures 2-3 and 7 featuring element 202) 
coupled to a bus (figure 2 discloses the various paths/buses); a display coupled 
to said bus and responsive to a contrast adjustment signal (figure 3, element 
202 connected to element 206 and contrast adjustment signal/contrast voltage 
selector 314), a temperature sensing circuit for generating signals representative 
of the ambient temperature of said display over time (figure 3, element 312, 
column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67, column 13, lines 36-50), and 
wherein said processor (figures 2-3 and 7 featuring element 202 ) automatically 
compensates display contrast based on said ambient temperature/programming 
and data storage techniques (column 16, lines 54-65 and column 17, Iines7-19 ) 
by performing the steps of: a) receiving a contrast setting that is user defined 
via an interactive graphical user interface displayed on said display (BURTON at 
least suggests contrast adjustment in response to measured environmental 
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temperatures including a microprocessor and software interface means, i.e., "...a 
selected operational mode (column 4, line 54)", "The operator is generally able 
to thereafter make adjustments through the use of a contrast adjustment control 
(column 6, lines 23-25)", column 11, lines 19-28 describes "software control 
feature", i.e., key panel 230, column 14, lines 1-7 describes an opportunity for the 
operator top "adjust offset values", and finally, column 17, lines 7-19 discloses, 
in summary of the BURTON'S invention, use of any combination of software, 
firmware and hardware.), wherein said graphical user interface comprises user 
operator means such as contrast control buttons or knobs... accessed through 
the key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28); 

b) sampling said signals and converting said signals into current temperature 
values (column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67 and column 13, lines 36-50); 

c) based on said contrast setting and said current temperature values, computing 
a contract adjustment voltage signal for maintaining said contrast setting ( 
column 9, lines 7-40, column 12, lines 38-67 and column 13, lines 36-50); and 

d) automatically adjusting contrast of said display by applying said contrast 
adjustment voltage signal to said display (column 16, lines 54-65 and column 17, 
lines 7-19), however, BURTON does not expressly teach an interactive slide 
bar/scroll bar of a graphical user interface displayed on said display. BATES et al 
suggest an interactive slide bar/scroll bar of a graphical user interface displayed 
on said display means associated with graphical user interface (column 1 , lines 
38-52). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that 
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provides a view into a presentation space (column 1 , lines 5-12)" to modify a 
"liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature compensation control 
apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be 
controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of 
BURTON because both BATES et al and BURTON share similar technological 
environments associated with graphical user interface devices controlling 
contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON with BATES 
et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical user 
interface devices set to control contrast. However, BURTON as modified does 
not expressly teach or suggest a palm-top computer system nor a flat panel 
display. CATO, on the other hand suggests both laptop/flat panel or portable 
displays (column 1, lines 50-59). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
use prior art methods for ambient temperature sensing circuits as well as 
laptop/flat panel or portable displays of CATO to modify digital temperature 
sensing means of BURTON because both inventions share similar technological 
environments associated with contrast control settings related to variations in 
temperature. Further, because both inventions are related to similar 
technological environments associated with contrast control temperature 
sensing means (CATO -hardware means and BURTON -software/graphical 
user interface means as well as hardware, firmware and any combination of the 
three), it would have been obvious to modify BURTON by CATO because CATO 
suggests the hardware (i.e., diodes and LCD means) lacking with BURTON as 
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modifiecTs software method that suggests utilization of hardware circuits to 
implement the software instructions. 



17. As per claim 18, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 16, 
wherein said c) comprises indexing a look-up table with said contrast setting and 
said current temperature values to compute said contrast adjustment voltage 
signal (figure 4, elements of ambient temperature and contrast voltage 
variations/element 308 represent the lookup table and column 10, lines 46-65). It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that provides a 
view into a presentation space (column 1 , lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal 
display (LCD) temperature compensation control apparatus... controls the 
contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be controlled by contrast 
control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON as modified 
because both BATES et al and BURTON as modified share similar technological 
environments associated with graphical user interface devices controlling 
contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON as modified 
with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical 
user interface devices set to control contrast. 



18. As per claim 19, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 16 
wherein said c) comprises inputting said contrast setting and said current 
temperature values to a formula to compute said contrast adjustment voltage 
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signal ( figure 2, elements 230-key panel and 210 contrast control and column 9, 
line 66 ( column 10, line 10). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at 
the time of the invention to utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a 
display window that provides a view into a presentation space (column 1 , lines 5- 
12)" to modify a "liquid crystal display (LCD) temperature compensation control 
apparatus... controls the contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be 
controlled by contrast control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of 
BURTON as modified because both BATES et al and BURTON as modified 
share similar technological environments associated with graphical user interface 
devices controlling contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify 
BURTON as modified with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are 
well-known graphical user interface devices set to control contrast. 



19. As per claim 20, BURTON as modified meet limitations of claim 16 
wherein said display screen comprises a liquid crystal display (LCD) display 
screen and wherein said electronic device comprises a portable hand-held 
computer system (figure 7, column 15, line 49-column 16, line 53). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
utilize well-known "...scroll bar associated with a display window that provides a 
view into a presentation space (column 1, lines 5-12)" to modify a "liquid crystal 
display (LCD) temperature compensation control apparatus... controls the 
contrast... based on ambient temperature that may be controlled by contrast 
control 210 and key panel 230 (column 11, lines 19-28)" of BURTON as modified 
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because both BATES et al and BURTON as modified share similar technological 
environments associated with graphical user interface devices controlling 
contrast. Therefore, it would have been obvious to modify BURTON as modified 
with BATES et al because use of scroll bars/slider bars are well-known graphical 
user interface devices set to control contrast. 



20. As per claims 4, 1 1 and 17 BURTON as modified meet limitations of 
claims 3, 10 and 16, however, even though BURTON suggests use of digital 
temperature sensors, does not expressly teach limitations of claims 4,11 and 1 7. 
Examiner interprets CATO to suggest, "...wherein said b) further comprises using 
an analog to digital converter to convert said voltage signal into a digital value 
(cites prior art methods for ambient temperature sensing circuits-column 1 , lines 
28-37). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to use prior art methods for ambient temperature sensing circuits of 
CATO to modify digital temperature sensing means of BURTON because both 
inventions share similar technological environments associated with contrast 
control settings related to variations in temperature. Further, Because both 
inventions are related to similar technological environments associated with 
contrast control temperature sensing means (CATO -hardware means and 
BURTON -software/graphical user interface means as well as hardware, 
firmware and any combination of the three), it would have been obvious to modify 
BURTON by CATO because CATO suggests the hardware (i.e., diodes and 
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LCD means) lacking with BURTON as modifiers software method that suggests 
utilization of hardware circuits to implement the software instructions. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ANTHONY J BLACKMAN whose telephone 
number is 703-305-0833, The examiner can normally be reached Monday- 
Friday on an eight-hour FLEX SCHEDULE. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 703-308-6829. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



Conclusion 



free). 




